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ew route for Arundel Bypass gets
raise and scorn 1n equal measure
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Arundel Bypass has split
opinion in West Sglsses.

Highways England’s new
preferred route - the ‘grey
option, 5BV1, which was put
forward at last years further
consultation - ‘strikes the
right balance between creating
vital new _roac:h capaf-‘lita}l’
and protecting the SpecC
emm?]mem am:‘l:l culturaé
heritage in and aroun
Arundel, Highways England
said on Thursday.

The plans include a new
fiveemile dual carriageway
which will draw traffic away
from Arundel and reduce
through the national park.

This route sweeps south

of the six routes put forward,
estimated by Highways England
last year at £320million to
g455million; cuts through the
least amount of woodland - 1.49
hectares, compared to 20.57
for the most impactful option
- and is the only option not to
pass through at least part of the
national u[j;ark.

It would also save the most
driving time: six to 11 minutes
per journey, Highways England
previously estimated. It is
expected to deliver benefits for
60 years. :

But it will heavily impact the
villages of Binsted, Walberton
and  Tortington, whose
residents have fought against

Both Arun District Council
and West Sussex County
Council originally backed the
‘magenta route’ option, which
was similar to the grey route but
went through ancient woodland
and the South Downs National
Park and went through more of
Binsted than Walberton.

Suzanne Clark, chairman
of Walberton Parish Council,
said it was the ‘worst possible
option’ for the villages.

She added: “Grey’ carves
through both Binsted and
Walberton and  Eastern
Fontwell. It cuts our villages off
from each other. Four of our
villages' lanes will be closed or
dramatically changed.”

voted for [grey] in the public
consultation,

“Amajority of the responders,
64 per cent, wanted Beige op
Cyan [routes that followed the
current path of the A27] or ‘do
nthiqg’," she snticll.

nvironmental campaigne
are also unhappy. e

The countryside charity
CPRE Sussex said it was
‘appalled’ by the news and (he
Arundel - SCATE - commypity
group said it wanted al] bypass
plans to be scrapped,

Jean Norton, Secpe of
Arundel SCATE, said:ar")"l‘his
a?:]?unceﬂ}snéggsbzn the face
of all the evide ut what
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The Crossbushjunction of the A27, pictured above, will be the starting %
point of the bypass in the east

Parish Council

9" 770963

o —

)
191

Suzanne Clark, chairman of Walberton
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